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At the Annual Parish meeting on Monday 20th May 2019, Bob Biggs was re-elected as Chairman for the coming 

year and Roger Whitfield was re-elected as Vice Chairman.  Also at the meeting, Councillors were elected onto 

committees and details of these can be found on the website.  The next Parish Council meeting is due to be held 

on Monday 22nd July 2019. 

Parish Council’s Internal Audit has recently been carried out by Darkin  Miller (Chartered Accountants) who have 

confirmed that Parish Council’s financial records for the year to 31st March 2019 are in good order with no ac-

tions needed.  Parish Council’s Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) has been completed, 

signed and submitted to PKF Littlejohn LLP who will carry out the External Audit.  All documents are available to 

view on Parish Council website, www.wanborough.info, along with the Notice of Public Rights and a summary of  

the Budget for 2019/20 financial year. 

Lyden Magazine 

Parish Council regularly put articles in the monthly Lyden Magazine which is produced 

by Wanborough & Liddington PCC to communicate important information to residents 

in the Parish.  Having looked into the circulation of the magazine it has been confirmed 

that less than 50% of residents in Wanborough Parish subscribe to the Lyden Maga-

zine, so for the Parish Council to use this as a form of communication isn’t currently a 

fully inclusive method. 

Parish Council produce quarterly newsletters but are conscious that some information 

has to be duplicated from the Lyden magazine articles, which can be slightly annoying-

for those residents who do subscribe to the Lyden magazine. 

Parish Council have been looking into how the communication of information can be improved and have been 

working with the Lyden magazine committee to see if it is possible to distribute the magazine to all residents,  

taking away the need to also produce a Parish Council quarterly newsletter. 

Parish Council have therefore allocated a sum of money within their budget to cover the cost of printing the 

magazine from January 2020, so that the magazine can be distributed to all residents free of charge.  There will 

be an option to opt-out of a hard copy of the magazine; to do this you will need to complete a form confirming 

that you do not wish to receive a hard copy and, instead, a soft copy will be e-mailed to you on a monthly basis.  

There will be an opt-out form available on the Parish website, www.wanborough.info, for you to complete near-

er the time and Parish Council will confirm when this is ready.  There is also a plan to upload copies of the Lyden 

magazine onto the Parish website; this will be done a month after the publication date, as some will still be pay-

ing for it.  If anyone has any further questions please e-mail the Parish Clerk. 

The Lyden magazine committee are also looking for more volunteers who would be happy to deliver the maga-

zine on a monthly basis from January 2020.  If you can spare some time each month basis please e-mail the Par-

ish Clerk - clerk@wanborough.info, confirming which area of the village you would be able to deliver to.  
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SBC Highways 

Parish Council have recently met with SBC Highways officer to discuss a number of issues and concerns Parish 

Council have within the village including:- 

 Parking problems, including on Church Road, around the bus stop and opposite Kite Hill, as well as along 

the High Street and other areas; 

 The proposed revocation of the prohibition of through-traffic on Wanborough Road (please see article be-

low from Cllr Hayes); 

 The Vehicle Activated Sign on Callas Hill that hasn’t been working for over a year, despite Parish Council 

reporting the problem; 

 The condition of the roads and signage around the village. 

The discussion was very frustrating, as Parish Council made several suggestions as to how parking ,for instance, 

could be improved, but it was clear that there are a considerable number of barriers that have been put up by 

SBC.  This is mainly to do with money, but also their processes, which mean that to get anything implemented 

would be extremely difficult. 

In addition, any changes within the scope of Highways would need to have the support of the Ward Councillor 

and for SBC to take these forward they would need to be submitted by the Ward Councillor through their 

“Member request process” for consideration later in the year.   

A few positives came out of the meeting:- 

 SBC will not be proceeding with the revocation of the traffic order on Wanborough Road, due to Parish 

Council’s objections to the proposal and one of the signs being replaced. 

 SBC have replaced the white and black directional signs within the village, at the request of Parish Council, 

as they had started to rot. 

 The Vehicle Activated Sign on Callas Hill has now been repaired. 

Parish Council have not given up on the outstanding matters and maintain a list of all the key Highways issues 

around the village, together with dates reported to SBC and reference numbers.  Parish Council will continue to 

lobby SBC and the Ward Councillor until these matters are resolved.  If you have anything that you would like 

added to the list please e-mail the Parish Clerk, Clerk@wanborough.info. 

Traffic Restriction – Wanborough Road (Covingham) to Foxhill  

The Wanborough Road prohibition of through-traffic order has been in place since 1978. Parish Council under-

stand this prohibition cannot currently be actively enforced by Wiltshire Police due to the poor condition of the 

signs indicating the restriction at the Foxhill crossroads.  

On March 8th 2019 an article in the Swindon Advertiser highlighted the concerns of a local resident who wrote 

to the Crime Commissioner.  Then on 21st April 2019 the Swindon Advertiser reported a cyclist being hit by a 

BMW along the Foxhill to Wanborough part of the road; the driver did not stop, but thankfully the cyclist was not 

seriously injured. 

What action did Swindon Borough Council subsequently decide to take? Instead of looking at how the signage 

could be improved, they decided to look into the possibility of revoking this traffic order.  On June 12th  2019, this 

proposed action was reported in the Swindon Advertiser, with further comments from our local resident. 

Parish Council were consulted and raised strong objection to the proposed revocation. 
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Footpaths and Village Maintenance 

This time of year is always busy, with a considerable amount of footpath clearance 

work that needs to be done.  We are in the process of working our way around all the 

footpaths that we are responsible for.  Please note that where a footpath goes over 

private land, the landowner is responsible for maintaining the footpath; Parish Council 

are able to help where possible, but this can only be done with the landowners per-

mission. 

Parish Council are keen to replace some of the existing stiles with kissing gates, to im-

prove access for residents. This was done on the footpath at the rear of St Andrew’s 

Church, where Parish Council replaced a difficult stile with a wooden kissing gate.  Parish Council are due to meet 

with SBC Rights of Way Officer to look at another difficult stile, on footpath  WA29 (from the High Street by Vic-

toria Cottages, the stile leads into the field behind).  The problem that Parish Council have is that the landowner 

must give permission for the stile on their land to be replaced with a kissing gate; if they refuse then there isn’t 

much Parish Council can do. 

The bark around the play area at the Lower Recreation Field has been topped 

up and refreshed.  The goal posts have also been temporarily removed while 

the goal mouths are repaired.  Please bear with us while this is being done; the 

goal posts will be re-instated, with new nets, once the goal areas are repaired, 

hopefully in time for the school summer holidays. 

A small Norwegian Maple tree, that was near the entrance to the Lower Recre-

ation Area from the Village Hall, was showing signs of disease which meant it 

had to be removed.  It is unsure how the tree became diseased but the tree surgeon confirmed that it is likely to 

have happened from the roots.  The large pieces of wood from the tree have been retained with the aim that 

they can be reused and made into a bench. 

Traffic Restriction – Wanborough Road (Covingham) to Foxhill (continued) 

Parish Council are disappointed with the lack of support from our Ward Councillor, who in the past has cam-

paigned to restrict ‘rat running’ through our Parish.  SBC confirmed his support for revoking the order, which at a 

time when there is due to be a significant amount of work at M4 Junction 15 and within the New Eastern Villag-

es, it is just not good timing. 

Parish Council are pleased that SBC have finally replaced one of the signs at Foxhill, however If one compares the 

information available / signs etc for drivers at Covingham to those at Foxhill, it is no wonder that the Police are 

unable to enforce this order. 

One would have thought that Swindon Borough Council would have taken the initial action of updating the signs 

at Foxhill to satisfy the Wiltshire Police.  

Once this has been done, I’m sure the Advertiser would be more that happy to let the residents of Swindon know 

that this Prohibition Order will be enforced.    

I’m sure that the Crime Commissioner and Wiltshire Police will let us know if there are any other problems in 

enforcing this Traffic Restriction.            Cllr Colin Hayes 
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Footpath Walks 

It has been great to see so many attending the monthly parish walks.  We have been very fortunate with the 

weather, even in June when it was wet in the morning but dried off before the walk in the afternoon.   

The next village walk is due to be held on Tuesday 30th July 2019, meeting at 1pm at 

Calley Arms pub .  Please note that this date has had to be changed from that advertised 

in July’s Lyden magazine. 

The final walk of the season will be held on Saturday 21st September, meeting at 

10.30am at the New Calley Arms pub.  This will be a slightly longer walk and we will stop 

for refreshments at a pub in Bishopstone before returning back to the village.  In order to 

gain an idea of numbers for this walk can you please e-mail the Parish Clerk if you are 

interested in attending. 

 

VACANCY 

Village Handyman 

Part-time vacancy, working 8 hours a week to carry out village maintenance work within Wanborough 
village to include:- 

1. Play area inspections, maintenance and repairs 

2. Strimming of shrubbery 

3. Footpath maintenance 

4. Hedge cutting 

5. Bus shelter maintenance 

6. Minor repairs and maintenance at sports pavilion 

7.   Adhoc work 

All equipment will be provided but you will need to have your own transport. 

If you are interested in this job, please e-mail the Parish Clerk who will be able to provide a full job de-
scription and any further details. (clerk@wanborough.info). Deadline for applications is on 31st  August 
2019  

Keep up to date with all Parish Council news on our website 

www.wanborough.info  

And Facebook page 

If you are holding an event why not get it added to the Parish Calendar so that everyone knows the date and 

clashes can be prevented. E-mail the Parish Clerk providing date and details. 

Contact Parish Council by:- 

Parish Clerk:  Angela Raymond                       E-mail:  Clerk@wanborough.info 

Telephone: 07588 769829     Write: 15 Springlines, SN4 0ES 


